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W E L C O M E  T O  K A L O N A
 Known as the Quilt Capital of Iowa, Kalona itself is like a quilt, one full of unique old and new patterns. The 

country town’s rich pioneer history is proudly displayed as you tour the community and the surrounding countryside.

 The town has a unique identity due, in part, to a predominant Mennonite and Amish influence as well as being one of 

the largest Amish settlements west of the Mississippi River.

 Kalona is home to a burgeoning craft, antiques and local products industry. Its proximity to both Iowa City and a large 

Amish settlement have spurred growth in population and industry in recent years.

 The quaint city centers around the historic downtown business district, which features many businesses and shops 

that are popular with tourists.
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 KALONA QUILT SHOW
APRIL 23 - 25

 Kalona is known as the 
Quilt Capital of Iowa, and 
a large collection of hand-
made quilts will be shown 
at the 49th annual Kalona 
Quilt Show on April 23-25, 
2020.  
 The Quilt Show, now cel-
ebrating its 49th year, all 
started in the basement of 
what is now CBI Bank and 
Trust on B Avenue in down-
town Kalona. 
 In 1971, Marilyn Woodin 
took over sponsorship of 
the show and turned it into 
a sale as well as a show for 
the community.

 This year’s show will 
be held at the Kalona Com-
munity Center, which will 
transform into a maze of 
quilts. Some quilts may 
be hanging up on the wall 
while others are hanging 
over chairs and racks. 
 Each time a quilt is sold, 
a new one is put up in the 
empty spot so that the show 
is continually changing. 
 Around two-thirds of 
the quilts are new, and the 
rest are antiques. No mat-
ter how old or how new, 
every quilt is hand-quilted 
by many different talented 

quilters. 
 The Quilt Show has a 
huge impact on the commu-
nity because it takes a com-
munity to put on the show. 
The Kalona Rotarians help 
with setup and tear down, 
and the Kalona United 
Methodist Church puts on a 
turkey luncheon on Friday 
and Saturday. 
 Organizer Katie Karnes, 
co-owner of Woodin Wheel 
Antiques, always looks for-
ward to seeing where all the 
people come from. 
 “I am always amazed 
on how far people travel to 

come to the show,” Karnes 
stated. “I look at the quilt 
show as a kick off to the 
tourist season.” 
 There will be more than 
300 hand-quilted quilts on 
display and for sale at the 
three-day event. In addition 
to the quilts, the show will 
have wall hangings and a 
small gift shop area. 
 Admission is charged, 
but there will be discounts 
for groups of 20 or more peo-
ple. 

JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWS

Quilts displayed at the 2019 quilt show in the Kalona Community Center.
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QUILT CAPITAL OF IOWA
 Kalona is well known 
for being the Quilt Capital 
of Iowa, as people from all 
over come to visit the quilt 
shops Kalona and surround-
ing towns have to offer. 
 Quilting is important to 
the town because it is tra-
ditional to continue what 
ancestors have done in the 
past. 
 Two of Kalona’s quilt-
ing shops are Willow Creek 
Quilting & Gifts and Stitch 
‘N Sew. 
 Willow Creek, run by 
Juanita Troyer and her 
friendly staff, offers free 
sewing classes, open sew, 
kits and inspiration. 
 Troyer and her staff love 
their customers and are al-
ways there to help custom-
ers find what they need for 
their sewing projects. 
 Stitch ‘N Sew, run by 
Grace Schumann, offers 
custom quilts, retail prod-

ucts and help when it comes 
to putting together fabrics 
for a project. 
 The shop is always keep-
ing up with new fabric 
trends and has a large selec-
tion to choose from to keep 
their customers satisfied. 
 Schumann believes they 
are unique because of their 
personal service and the 
love they have for planning 
projects with customers.  
 For more information, 
call Willow Creek at 319-656-
3939 or Stitch ‘N Sew at 319-
656-2923.

JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWS

These quilts were on display during the 2019 show.
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A BIT OF KALONA HISTORY
 Kalona is the second 
largest town in Washington 
County with a unique iden-
tity due, in part, to a pre-
dominant Mennonite and 
Amish influence as well 
as being one of the largest 
Amish settlements west of 
the Mississippi.  
 Back in the days when 
the railroad was the ulti-
mate link to everywhere, 
there was a man named 
John G. Myers who raised 
shorthorn cattle and, who 
when the B.C.R. and N. line 
was laid through the low-
lands of the English River 
valley, suggested calling 
the station on his pasture 
Myersville.  
 For reasons known only 
to them, the rail officials de-
clined Mr. Myers’ naming 
offer.  
 Being a resourceful man 
of some wit, Myers then 

offered the name Kalona, 
which having something of 
an Indian sound, suited the 
officials.  
 What they did not know 
– and Myers did not explain 

– was that Kalona was the 
name of his registered prize 
sire bull.  
 All things considered, it 
really was not such a bad 
choice, for like its champi-

on namesake, the town has 
proved to have strength and 
endurance, weathering the 
decline of the railroads, the 
dissolution of small rural 
communities.

THE NEWS FILE PHOTO

It’s not uncommon to share the road with a buggy or two on any given day in Kalona.





AMISH HISTORY
 The association between 
Kalona and the Amish is 
an old one, for the Amish 
arrived in 1846, more than 
30 years before Kalona was 
even a name. For more than 
150 years, the Amish have 
remained and prospered in 
this area, becoming, in the 
process, an expected and ac-
cepted part of a community 
where their difference is re-
spected. 
 Born out of the religious 
turmoil of 16th century Eu-
rope, the Amish were per-
secuted for their beliefs, 
as were the Mennonites 
from whom they dissented 
in 1693. Allowed neither 
church nor formally trained 
ministers, the Amish 
spread across Europe, seek-
ing various havens until in 
1729 they came to America 
at the invitation of William 
Penn, the Quaker. 
 More than two centuries 
later, they have settlements 
in more than 20 states, as 
well as areas in Canada and 
Latin America, maintain-
ing their “society-within-
a-society.” Faith underlies 
everything the Amish do. 
They refuse any form of 
government aid or benefits 

and never buy life, health or 
property insurance; to do so 
would show a lack of faith 
in God. Instead, the com-
munity of all Amish is their 
security, their insurance.  

LARGEST SETTLEMENT 
 Today, the Kalona area 
is home to one of the larg-
est Amish-Mennonite set-
tlements west of the Mis-
sissippi River, something 
that began when three Old 
Order Amish families es-
tablished homesteads near 
Deer Creek the year Iowa 
became a state. 
 During the 1850s and 
1860s, numerous Amish im-
migrated to the region and 
a congregation was formed 
in 1851 with 27 charter 
members. Jacob Swartzen-
druber and John P. Gueng-
erich, both of who later 
wrote about the early years, 
were the first ministers. 
Frederich Swartzendruber 
served as deacon. 
 Believers in a literal in-
terpretation of the Bible, 
the Amish oppose anything 
worldly, living without 
electricity, telephones, au-
tomobiles and the hundreds 
of other conveniences of the 

modern world. 
 Firm practitioners of 
“waste not, want not,” they 
live close to the soil, for 
they believe God meant hu-
mans to work with the land 
and return to it as much 
as they take from it. And, 
if there are no luxuries in 
the orderly Amish way of 
life, neither are there the 
complexities, confusion or 
haste of the modern one. 
 It is a life of strict dis-
cipline with carefully con-
sidered roles for man and 
woman, providing security 
at all levels. Yet the Amish 
are not an isolated, forbid-
ding group but rather prove 
repeatedly to be friendly 
people who offer aid and 
service to non-Amish in 
times of trouble and who, 
like the Mennonites, are 
staunch pacifists. Unlike 
the Mennonites, though, the 
Old Order Amish have no 
church buildings, worship-
ping in homes on a rotating 
basis every other Sunday, 
alternating with German-
language Sunday School. 
 Although the Amish 
regularly use English, they 
speak a German dialect 
among themselves and use 

High German for their wor-
ship services. Of course, 
through the years, the re-
ligious conferences in the 
area were realigned, and 
there is no longer a sim-
ple division of Old Order 
Amish and Mennonites in 
and around Kalona. 
 

DIFFERENCES 
 The most obvious dif-
ference among the Amish 
occurs with the Beachy 
Amish who have church 
buildings (notably Sharon 
Bethel), use automobiles 
and have telephones, but 
dress very similarly to the 
Old Order with whom they 
continue to share a number 
of theological beliefs. 
 In recent years, a New 
Order Amish has emerged, 
best described as a synthe-
sis between the two previ-
ously named groups. The 
Amish dress simply, in ac-
cordance with their general 
way of life. The men have 
broadfall trousers, simple 
shirts with no neckties 
and utilitarian jackets and 
coats. Sunday services see 
them with frock coats and 
plain black hats.

6 T H E  A M I S H
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BUGGY RULES OF THE ROAD
 Anyone visiting the 
Kalona area is bound to 
come across an Amish 
horse-drawn buggy at one 
time or another.
 While state highways in 
the area feature wide shoul-
ders where the buggies of-
ten travel, city streets and 
rural roads do not. As a re-
sult, the buggies travel in 
the lanes of traffic.
 Washington County 
Sheriff Jared Schneider 
reminds drivers that they 
need to take precautions 
when driving around bug-
gies.
 “First of all, you have 
to deal with them just like 
you would any other slow-
moving vehicle,” Schneider 
said.
 Rural roads are often 
narrower or may vary 
in width more than city 
streets. A narrow road gives 
you less room to maneuver 
and can be especially dan-

gerous when passing horse-
drawn vehicles. 
 Seemingly open road-
ways may have sharp dips 
or unexpected turns. Blind 
corners created by wooded 
areas, cornfields or other 
tall crops are also hazard-
ous.
 Another hazard to con-
sider is restricted vision 
from the driver of the horse-
drawn vehicle. 
 Car drivers, therefore, 
need to be extra cautious 
when passing horse-drawn 
farm equipment.
 Also, leave some space 
between your vehicle and a 
buggy stopped at a stop sign 
or light. Buggies may back 
up a few feet after coming to 
a complete stop. 
 A good rule of thumb 
is to stop your vehicle far 
enough back so that you can 
see where the rear wheels of 
the buggy touch the road.

FILE PHOTO

A passenger on the ByWays Amish tour in Kalona waves at a 
buggy passing by.
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HISTORICAL VILLAGE

IOWA MENNONITE MUSEUM
 The first Amish-Menno-
nite residents walked into 
the Kalona area from Mary-
land via Pennsylvania in 
1845. They made their way 
north to Johnson County 
after stopping briefly in 
southern Iowa. Once they 
arrived, they staked their 
claims by carving their ini-
tials onto trees in the creek-
bed before walking home to 
collect their families in the 
east. 
 They returned a year 
later with their families in 
tow, having come by boat, 
foot and then by hired 
coach. Their wives and chil-
dren stayed in Iowa City 
for the long, hard winter, 
while the men built cabins 
and homesteads. They paid 
for their land by making a 
dangerous trek to the land 
office in Dubuque, braving 
the bandits and the wolves 

that often frequented the 
path. 
 To learn more of the 
story, including the trials 
and tribulations of church 
and community growth, 
folk stories and (perhaps) 
tall tales about some of 
the earliest settlers and to 
see some of the artifacts 
that the earliest (and later) 
Amish-Mennonite settlers 
left behind, visit the Iowa 
Mennonite Museum and 
Archives. 
 The Iowa Mennonite 
Museum and Archives is 
located in the Kalona His-
torical Village, and features 
artifacts, archives, books 
and stories from the Men-
nonites and Amish in the 
Kalona area – and through-
out Iowa. 
 In the museum, guides 
are available to tell the 
stories of the first Amish 

and Mennonite settlers, 
to answer questions like, 
“What’s the difference be-
tween the Amish and the 
Mennonites?” or “What do 
the words, Amish, Men-
nonite or Anabaptist even 
mean?” and to show visi-
tors around the museum. 
 Visitors will find dis-
plays on the theology, histo-
ry and current practices of 
the Amish and Mennonites 
in Iowa. In addition, they 
may browse various collec-
tions in the museum includ-
ing women’s bonnets and 
coverings, quilts, an “in-
dustry” room featuring a gi-
ant loom, a treadmill for an-
imals, a man-powered lathe 
and an extensive display 
about the historic Twin 
County Dairy, along with a 
“Mennonite” bedroom, liv-
ing room and kitchen. 
 The archives house 

many historical documents 
including personal collec-
tions, pastoral recollections 
and diaries, other primary 
source materials, genealog-
ical books, periodicals and 
a lending library of Amish/
Mennonite/Anabaptist the-
ology and history. Archi-
vists are happy to accom-
modate researchers doing 
local or Mennonite history 
and aspiring genealogists. 
 The Iowa Mennonite 
Museum and Archives are 
open April 1 - Oct. 31, Mon-
day-Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.. 
 The museum and ar-
chives are also available 
in the winter months by 
appointment. The Iowa 
Mennonite Museum and 
Archives is owned and op-
erated by the Mennonite 
Historical Society of Iowa.

 Strolling through the 
Pioneer Village can send 
one’s thoughts to another 
time and place. Travel back 
to the mid and late 1800s at a 
time of hope, despair and ex-
citement for many pioneers 
traveling to a new frontier. 
The sounds of clip-clopping 
made by the Amish horse 
and buggies, likely to pass 
by during a visit, will help 
set the mood.
 It’s hard to imagine a 
family of 12 could have 
lived in the Snider/Figgins 
log home. Bedtime cer-
tainly would be something. 
Pulling out the trundle bed, 
tightening the ropes, per-
haps three children tucked 
in; mom and dad and prob-
ably a smaller child in the 
big bed, a baby in the cra-
dle; and five older ones sent 
upstairs to the attic. Quilts 
made from scraps of cloth 
would have given them 
memories plus warmth for 
pleasant dreams. 
 Imagine horses drink-
ing from the barrel at the 

Joetown Well as the driver 
and stagecoach passengers 
took a break from their 16-
mile journey to Oskaloosa.  
 The smell of bread bak-
ing in the wood stove at the 
Wahl House, an original 
stagecoach hotel, would 

entice any visitor to stop 
by. This modest Victorian 
home has numerous arti-
facts for visitors to view.
 A meeting place for most 
farmers and merchants in 
the Richmond area was the 
Richmond post office. In 

those days, mail being late 
wasn’t a problem because it 
gave more time for stories 
to be told and community 
news to be relayed.
 Children nervously 
lined up for spelling bees 
in the one-room school. 
Each had studied their list 
at home and stood ready to 
perform for parents and sib-
lings.  The school, like the 
church, post office and gen-
eral store, were treasured 
places to socialize with fam-
ily and friends in town.
 Shopping at the Kemp-
town store would have been 
an adventure for the whole 
family. Dad might have 
needed supplies for plant-
ing, mom for the canning 
she would do in the fall 
and, of course, the children 
couldn’t wait to get a piece 
of the penny candy.
 The staff at the Kalona 
Historical Village look for-
ward to your visit. Twelve 
historic pioneer buildings 
and countless artifacts 
await visitors.

The Kalona Depot used to sit along the railroad tracks, and is 
now located on the grounds of the Historical Village.





LOOM HOUSE
 Looms and spinning 
wheels, yarn and fibers: 
At one time, nearly every 
home had a loom and spin-
ning wheel and the knowl-
edge to use them to created 
the fabric needed for living.
 Yarn was spun and wo-
ven to make rugs, scarves, 
blankets, patterned cover-
lets, as well as towels for 
kitchen and bath, and fab-
ric for clothing. Modern 
mills do all this at break-
neck speed.
 At the Loom House in 
the Historical Village one 
can hear the thump of a 
loom and whir of a spinning 
wheel, much as it might 
have been in the 19th cen-
tury.
 Stop for a while and talk 
with a spinner/weaver, as 
well as see looms and spin-
ning wheels working, weav-
ing fashion and household 
items and spinning flax, 
wool and cotton.

 
 Yarn from the spinning 
wheels and the items woven 
on the looms will be avail-
able for sale in the Loom 
House or in the gift shop of 
the Village.
 Currently, there are five 
looms in the building with 
four being woven on regu-
larly.
 All of the spinning 
wheels and yarn weavers 

have been restored to work-
ing order by SpiritWood in 
Woodward.
 For the 2020 season, the 
Loom House will have excit-
ing mechanical wheels that 
work very differently from 
what you normally see.
 You can see and touch 
different breeds of sheep 
wool: Targhee, Polwarth, 
Blue Faced Leicester, as 

well as yummy silk/wool 
blends.
 Some are natural col-
ored wool, but at least two 
or three wheels are spar-
kling with brightly dyed fi-
ber from dyers all over the 
continent.
 New additions to the 
Loom House include hand-
woven hemp valances at 
the windows and an exhibit 
with many different fibers.
 Step back in time to 
when many households 
started with raising sheep 
and flax to provide the fi-
bers for any fabric the 
household needed.
 The Historical Village 
will not have sheep graz-
ing between the buildings, 
but you will be able to see 
everything after that stop 
at the Loom House, from 
processing wool to spin-
ning and weaving, as well 
as seeing and touching the 
finished products.

SUBMITTED

10 AT T R AC T I O N S



WAHL MUSEUM
 Walking through the 
Kalona Historical Village 
will transport visitors back 
to a time when lamps were 
powered by oil and mat-
tresses were suspended on 
beds of frayed ropes.
 The Wahl Museum, 
named after Glenn Wahl, 
who lived in Kalona his en-
tire life and donated a por-
tion of his land to the vil-
lage, is the newest addition 
to the village.
 Originally built in 1970 
and rebuilt in 2016, the mu-
seum is home to the Kalona 
High School Alumni Room, 
one of the museum’s few 
completed exhibits.
 Stacked from ceiling to 
floor are trophies and class 

photos collected from the 
old high school in down-
town Kalona, commemorat-
ing the achievements and 
memories of students past.
 A much anticipated Na-
tive American/Pioneer 
Room is scheduled to be 
completed by June 1, 2020.
 It will detail the complex 
roots of the area starting 
with the Projectile Point 
display highlighting the 
occupation of the area by 
the Meskawki and Ioway 
tribes.
 The story continues with 
the arrival of settlers from 
eastern states and other 
countries.
 Stories are shared about 
the time when pioneers and 

Native Americans lived and 
worked alongside one an-
other.
 “People are proud, and 
they love to have their story 
told,” said Jan Truelson, a 
guide at the Historical Vil-
lage.
 Nancy Roth, Historical 
Village director, said that 
this will be one of the first 
times that Native Ameri-
cans will be included in the 
narrative history of Kalona, 
which makes the Wahl Mu-
seum a unique addition to 
the village.
 A third exhibit will fea-
ture the history and signifi-
cance of the railroad choos-
ing to lay track through the 
area, which would later be-

come the town of Kalona.
 A map will be on display 
showing the route of the 
railroad connecting neigh-
boring communities which 
share a similar history of 
development.
 In the works, too, is a 
room just inside the north 
door, commemorating vol-
unteers and community 
groups who have contrib-
uted to the development of 
the village and museum.
 The Kalona Historical 
Village is excited to offer 
the community and visi-
tors three exhibits that will 
be open for viewing by this 
year’s Fall Festival in Sep-
tember.

 Lafena Hostetler, of Kalona, volunteers in the Wahl House at the 2019 Fall Festival.

11AT T R AC T I O N S
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LOCAL MUSIC TRADITIONS
 The annual bluegrass 
and gospel sings are an an-
nual musical tradition in 
Kalona.
 The 34th annual Kalona 
Bluegrass Festival is sched-
uled for July 17-19.
 This year’s scheduled 
performers include The 
Greg Blake Band from Over-
land Park, Kan.; local favor-
ites Bob and Kristie Black 
and Banjoy with Joy Ward; 
and The McPunk Brothers 
and The Great Bluegrass 
Herons from Sharon Cen-
ter; The Anderegg Family 
from Ryan; The Roe Family 
from Minnesota; Fine Line 
Bluegrass from Albia; and 
The Briggs Family from 
New Virginia.
 Friday admission is $15; 
Saturday is $20; and Sunday 
is $5. Weekend passes are 
$25.
 For more information, 
visit banjoy.com/kalonab-

luegrassfestival.
 The 27th annual Kalona 
Gospel Sing is scheduled for 
Aug. 28-30.
 Some of the scheduled 
performers are Damas-
cus Road; Ambassadors of 
Grace; the Sharon Bethel 
Quartet; the Dunbar Fam-

ily Singers; The Great Blue-
grass Herons; and Voices of 
Peace.
 There is a chicken sup-
per on Saturday night, and 
a potluck following church 
service on Sunday after-
noon. A Sunday afternoon 
jam session will close the 
event after the potluck.

 Admission is a freewill 
offering.
 Both weekend festivals 
are held at the Windmill 
Ridge Campground, two 
miles south and one mile 
west of Kalona. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring 
their own lawnchairs.

JIM JOHNSON/THE NEWS

An informal jam session during the 2018 bluegrass festival.

KALONA SALES BARN
 Something not normally 
thought of as a tourist at-
traction, yet a crowd-draw-
er just the same for Kalona, 
are the auctions at the Kalo-
na Sales Barn.
 For those looking for an 
insight to the lifestyle of 
the local Amish farmers, a 
visit to the Sales Barn on 
the first Monday of every 
month might prove to be in-
teresting. It is the horse and 

tack sale where 600 to 800 
horses go on sale. A large 
consignment sale of equip-
ment is also held outside. 
 A weekly cattle sale is 
held on Thursdays and a 
weekly sheep, goat and hog 
sale is held on Wednesdays.
 A popular feature at the 
semi-annual sales has been 
draft horse pulls, according 
to Devin Mullet, owner of 
the Kalona Sales Barn. The 

draft horse was originally 
bred to carry knights into 
battle with armor weighing 
up to 400 pounds. They can 
weigh up to 2,000 pounds. 
 Mullet said the spring 
draft horse and carriage 
sale, April 20 and 21, is ex-
pected to bring 400 to 500 
head from across the United 
States and 300 to 400 pieces 
of buggies, carriages, carts 
and wagons – as well as 

more than 4,000 pieces of 
horse-drawn equipment, 
antiques and tack.
 The Kalona Sales Barn is 
located at 121 Ninth St., just 
south of the Kalona Histori-
cal Village. More informa-
tion on the auctions can be 
found by calling 319-656-
2222.

12 AT T R AC T I O N S
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YOTTY’S ICE CREAM SERVES UP 
A TREAT FROM THE PAST

 When spring rolls 
around, one of Kalona’s fa-
vorite treats comes avail-
able.
 Yotty’s Ice Cream Shop 
is best known for the Old-
Fashioned Kalona Ice 
Cream Bars that it makes 
and serves at its 501 B Ave. 
shop.
 Owner Steve Yotty, who 
owns the adjacent hardware 
store, said he opened the 
shop in 1998 for the purpose 
of making and selling the 
popular ice cream treat.
 “The reason we started 
the ice cream shop was for 
the Old-Fashioned Kalona 
Ice Cream Bars,” Yotty 
said. “That was the reason 
I wanted to get this shop go-
ing.”

 He purchased a machine 
to make the ice cream in 
house.
 “It started out to be sim-
ple, but we had to have a ma-
chine to make the ice cream 
for the bar,” Yotty said. 
“One thing led to another, 
and we decided if we’re go-
ing to make the ice cream 
bar, why not serve some 
cones, shakes and malts.”
 The Old-Fashioned Kalo-
na Bar is crushed graham 
crackers, sprinkled on a 
hardened chocolate exterior 
that covers the ice cream 
served on a stick.
 Archie Haberman in-
vented the bar in 1940. He 
did so after buying his 
brother’s share of their 
creamery, Kalona Cream-

ery, which was then located 
on B Avenue. 
 Haberman made a cutter 
to cut a quart into the ice 
cream bars. He would then 
dip them in chocolate and 
cover them with graham 
crackers. His children, Al-
len and Janet, helped him 
make hundreds of these 
bars. 
 Haberman sold the ice 
cream bars from a couple of 
ice cream trucks that drove 
the streets of Kalona.
 Yotty’s Ice Cream Shop 
is a seasonal operation.
 “As a general rule, it’s 
a weather-related thing,” 
Yotty said. “When March 1 
comes and the first day that 
it’s about 60 degrees and ev-
eryone is calling me, I open 

the door. We usually close 
right at the first of Novem-
ber.”

Owner Steve Yotty poses 
with a Kalona Ice Cream Bar.
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DOWNTOWN KALONA
SERVICES

EAT / DRINK

SHOP

ATTRACTIONS

Best of Iowa
Boxcar Treasures
English River Antiques
First Class Apparel
Fresh!
Kalona General Store
Petals Floral & Gifts
Pink Begonia
Raven’s Nest Antiques & More
Schlabaugh & Sons/
Ten Thousand Villages
Stitch ‘N Sew Cottage
Timeless Charm Gifts 
The Shop
Vintage Chic
Willow Creek Quilting & Gifts
Woodin Wheel Antiques

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

1
2
3
4
5

6

7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

STAY
Dutch Country Inn

Alexandros Pizza & Gyros
Casey’s General Store
Hard Luck Café
JW’s Food/Deli
Kalona Brewing Company
Kalona Chocolates
Kalona Coffee House
Kalona Sales Barn Lunchroom
Subway
Tequila Grill
Tequila Wine & Spirits
The Eatery
Tuscan Moon
Yotty’s Ice Cream Shop

Grace Fellowship Church
City of Kalona Campground
Cornerstone Church
Full Gospel Revival Center
Kalona By-Ways Tours
and Kalona Chamber of Commerce
Kalona Community Center
and City Hall
Kalona Fire Station
Kalona Historical Village
Kalona Municipal Pool
Kalona Mennonite Church
Kalona Public Library
Kalona Sales Barn
Kalona United Methodist Church
Mid-Prairie East Elementary School
Mid-Prairie Middle School
Sunnyside Mennonite Church
Gospel Light Fellowship

Agri-way Partners
Allen Mitchell CPA
Appliance Barn
Beatty - Peterseim Funeral Home
Bontrager Tax
Bordwell Law
BP
Bright Futures Chiropractic
Car Washes (2)
CBI Bank & Trust
CJ’s Oil
Century Insurance
Civco Medical Solutions
Dana’s Dance Studio
Dollar General
Développé Dance Studio
Eden Salon & Spa
Errthum Chiropractic
Everence & Law Offices
Eye Associates
Financial Concepts
Gambles Hardware
Hills Bank & Trust
Iowa Collision & Paint
J&S Plumbing
Kalona Auto-NAPA
Kalona Auto Used Cars
Kalona Dental
Kalona Harness Shop
Kalona Builders Supply
Kalona Blacksmith & Welding
Kalona Oil Company
Kalona Post Office
Kalona Realty
Kalonial Transport
Kalona Veterinary Clinic
KCTC/iTech
Kuenster Heating & Air
Max-Cast
Mercy Services Kalona
NuTrend Health & Beauty
One-to-One Pharmacy
Physical Therapy Services
Pleasantview Home
Reliable Tires & Service
Relion Insurance (Fisher)
Schlapkohl’s Vet
Shear Image
Sinclair Tractor
Southeast Iowa Insurance
The News
Westside Petro
Washboard Laundromat
Washington Chiropractic
Yoder-Powell Funeral Home
Yotty’s Ace Hardware
Yotty’s Golf Cars

1

3
Cornerstone Church

8
Kalona

Historical
Village

15
Mid-Prairie

Middle School

4  Full Gospel Revival Center
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A P R I L  1  -  SPRING QUILT  E XHIB I T  OPEN

A P R I L  4  -  IOWA - I LL INOIS  QUILT  S TUDY MEE T ING

A P R I L  1 1   -  E A S T E R  E G G  H U N T

A P R I L  2 0 - 2 1
S P R I N G  D R A F T  H O R S E  &  C A R R I AG E  S A L E 

A P R I L  2 3 - 2 5  -  K A L O N A  Q U I LT  S H O W  &  S A L E  

A P R I L  2 3 - 2 5   H A N D M A D E  &  V E N D O R  S H O W 

M AY  2 1   A S C E N S I O N  T H U R S D AY   

M AY  2 9 - 3 0    M E N N O N I T E  R E L I E F  S A L E

J U N E  -  AU G .   -  FA M I LY  O U T D O O R  M O V I E  N I G H T S 

J U N E  6   -  V I L L AG E  T E A

J U N E 2 0 -  K A L O N A D AY  

J U LY  3  -   M I D - P R A I R I E  A L L - S C H O O L  R E U N I O N  

J U N E  2 - 3 ,  9 - 1 1  -  S U M M E R  K A L O N A  G E TAW AY  

J U N E  1 1 ,  2 5  -  FA M I LY  O U T D O O R  M O V I E  N I G H T

J U N E  1 7 - 1 9   -  K A L O N A  B L U E G R A S S  F E S T I VA L

AU G .  1   -  FA L L  Q U I LT  E X H I B I T  O P E N S

AU G .  3   -  S P E C I A L  H O R S E  A N D  TAC K  S A L E

AU G .  8   -  FA M I LY  O U T D O O R  M O V I E  N I G H T   

2 0 2 0  C A L E N D A R
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2 0 2 0  C A L E N D A R
AU G .  7  -  8  -   I O W A - I L L I N O I S  Q U I LT  S T U DY  

AU G .  1 3 - 2 3   K A L O N A  G O S P E L  S I N G 

S E P T.  -  T B A  
FA L L  Y E A R L I N G  A N D  D R I V I N G  H O R S E  S A L E

S E P T.  2 5 - 2 6  K A L O N A  FA L L  F E S T I VA L

FA L L  F E S T.  O P E N  H O U S E S  -  

F L E A  M A R K E T  -  

O C T O B E R  1 2 - 1 3  
FA L L  D R A F T  H O R S E  A N D  C A R R I AG E  S A L E  

N O V.   N U T T I N ’  B U T  F U N  K A L O N A  G E TAW AY

N O V.  2 1    H O L I D AY  O P E N  H O U S E S

N O V.  2 8   S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  S AT U R D AY

D E C .  5   C H R I S T M A S  I N  K A L O N A

D E C .  5  -  C A R R I AG E  R I D E S  A N D  C O C O A

D E C .  5  -  C H R I S T M A S  O P E N  H O U S E S

D E C .  4 - 5 -  YO T T Y S  P E A N U T  D AY S  
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TO BOLDLY GO TO TREKFEST
 Hundreds of “Trekkies” 
will descend on Riverside 
for Trekfest XXXVI June 26-
27.
 The annual event cele-
brates the future birthplace 
of Capt. James T. Kirk with 

a parade, costume contests 
and other events.
 Each year comes with a 
different theme. 
 In 2019, the theme was 
“Aliens of Star Trek” and 
featured a visit from San-

dra Gimpel, who played the 
Salt Vampire in the episode 
“The Man Trap” from the 
original Star Trek series.
 This year’s theme is 
“The Search for Spock,” the 
1984 film.
 Robin Curtis, who played 
Vulcan Lt. Saavik in the 
movie, and Stephen Man-
ley, who played 17-year-old 
Spock, will be this year’s 
special guests.
 One of the popular draws 
is the bronze statue of Kirk 
in Railroad Park that was 
unveiled at Trekfest in 2018.
 Also in the park by the 
tennis court is a 20-foot-tall 
Delta shield made out of bi-
cycles for RAGBRAI. 
 Former Riverside Coun-
cilman Steve Miller, one of 
the driving forces behind 
Trekfest, spoke about the 

statue.
 “I was on the city coun-
cil in 1985 and came up 
with the idea that Riverside 
should be the future birth-
place of Capt. Kirk after 
reading in the book called 
‘The Making of Star Trek’ 
that he was born in Iowa,” 
Miller said. “When (Star 
Trek creator) Mr. (Gene) 
Roddenberry was contact-
ed, he said, ‘That’s a very 
enterprising idea. As far as 
I’m concerned, the first vol-
unteer has it.’”
 The weekend also fea-
tures musical acts from 
around the region, a pan-
cake breakfast, numerous 
vendors, trivia contests, 
movie viewings and a 5K 
fun run.
 For more information, 
visit trekfest.org.

JIM JOHNSON/THE NEWS
Georgina Aldridge at the 2019 Trekfest parade.



RIVERSIDE 
MUSEUM

 The Riverside History 
Center/Museum offers 
historical and educational 
information about River-
side and the surrounding 
area.  
 What makes the mu-
seum unique is that it also 
offers future history – such 
as the March 2228 birth of 
Capt. James T. Kirk of the 
popular television and mov-
ie series “Star Trek.”
 New this year is a repli-
ca of the Captain’s Chair of 
the USS Enterprise, built by 
the students from Highland 
High School’s woodshop.
 Also added is Data’s 
desk, seen in several epi-
sodes of the original Star 
Trek series, as well as serv-
ing as Commander Data’s 
desk in episodes of Star 
Trek: The Next Generation 
also seen in an episode in 

Voyager.
 A downtown stone 
marks the future birthsite 
of Kirk. A scale model of 
the starship USS Riverside, 
which resembles the fa-
mous USS Enterprise, has 
landed outside the muse-
um. Inside the museum are 
“Star Trek” memorabilia 
exhibits and a gift shop.
 Going back in time, 
the museum offers local 
exhibits and historical in-
formation on the railroad, 
churches, mill, one-room 
schools, Highland Palace, 
Century Farms, Veterans 
Park, Log Cabin, and many 
more attractions.
 For more information, 
contact the Riverside His-
tory Center, 361 E. First St. 
(Highway 22) Suite 3, P.O. 
Box 372, Riverside, IA 52327 
or call 319-648-2226.

JIM JOHNSON/THE NEWS

Steve Miller teaches “live long and prosper” hand sign on a 
Highland school field trip at the Riverside History Museum.

25R I V E RS I D E

Emmerson Stransky takes the controls of the USS Enterprise 
at the Voyage Home Museum in Riverside as Preston Smith 
looks on.
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EXPERIENCE WASHINGTON
 Picture a place that is as 
laid back as it is active and 
as relaxing as it is fun—
that’s Washington, Iowa! 
When you just want to get 
away from it all with your 
family, spouse or friends, 
Washington has lots of op-
tions. 
 Plan a quick getaway in 
the relaxed atmosphere of 
our welcoming community!

Picture This
 Did you know that Wash-
ington’s State Theater has 
been named the Guinness-
verified World’s Oldest Con-
tinuously Operating Movie 
Theater? Or that the famous 

barn quilts art project origi-
nated in our area? Or that 
11 blocks of the Washington 
Downtown Historic District 
and a number of homes are 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places?
 Now that you know, pic-
ture yourself enjoying a 
film at the State Theater or 
taking a Sunday drive to see 
the barn quilts and historic 
buildings, followed by a 
meal at one of our excellent 
local establishments. Or get 
tickets to a performance at 
one of our arts venues. We 
also have the Conger House 
Museum and the F Troop 

Military Museum in town, 
so be sure to stop by for a 
visit!

American Classic
 Like many small towns 
in Iowa, Washington is built 
around a picturesque town 
square. What you’ll notice 
in Washington is the diver-
sity of the shops and restau-
rants around the square and 
throughout town. You’re 
never far from fascinating 
historic buildings or fami-
ly-friendly activities, such 
as the municipal band con-
certs in the summer.
 Check out the retail op-
tions in Washington.

Naturally Enticing
 Many people express 
surprise that Washington 
has such a breadth of rec-
reational activities, includ-
ing outdoor diversions. The 
natural beauty of the area, 
as well as its rich farmland, 
has been a draw for more 
than a century. Families 
can get out on the trail or 
river by biking, hiking, ski-
ing or kayaking. The area’s 
woodlands and waterways 
teem with wildlife. Fishing 

and hunting remain popu-
lar pastimes in the region.
 Learn more about our 
parks and trails.

Quality of Life
 Washington, Iowa is a 
vibrant community that 
proudly boasts outstanding 
recreational opportunities, 
interesting historical sites, 
festive community events, 
excellent educational offer-
ings and modern healthcare 
options. The quality of life 
here is evident to visitors as 
well as the media, who have 
ranked it one of the healthi-
est communities in the na-
tion.

The City of Washington was recognized in 2008 as a “Main Street Community” and the downtown square reflects an active 
Americana feel.

The Historic State Theater on 
East Washington Street is a 
locals’ favorite.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIR
 The Washington County 
Fair is a longstanding annu-
al tradition in Washington 
County.
 The 2020 Washington 
County Fair will be held 
July 19-24 at the Washing-
ton County Fairgrounds in 
Washington.
 Fair week traditionally 
kicks off with the corona-
tion of the fair queen, who 
will be seen at many of the 
week’s events and repre-
sents Washington County at 
the State Fair in August.
 The 4-H and FFA will 
have their livestock shows 
throughout the week, in-
cluding goats, sheep, rab-
bits, horses, dairy, beef heif-
ers and poultry, swine and 
market beef.
 Fair week also includes 
a number of children’s con-
tests including pie eating, 
frog jumping, Oreo stack-
ing and bubble gum bubble 

blowing.
 Adults have the chance 
to show off their culinary 
skills with the BBQ cook-
off, homemade salsa, wine 
and craft beer contests.
 Each night, the grand-
stand features entertain-
ment, whether it be a de-
molition derby or a musical 
performance.
 And, of course, there are 
carnival rides, magic shows 
and plenty to eat for every-
one.
 The fair has grown over 
the years. As 4-H and FFA 
programs grew in popular-
ity after World War II, a 
two-day fair was planned in 
1951.
 It expanded to a three-
day affair in 1954 as people 
in town started to take inter-
est. The Junior Chamber of 
Commerce sponsored a pa-
rade from downtown to the 
fairgrounds on opening day. 

A new cattle barn had been 
built and water was piped to 
the grounds.
 The fair of 1958 featured 
entertainment much like 
the past years and more 
than 200 hogs and 160 baby 
beef were sold at the auc-
tions.
 At the 1961 fair, a record 
of 4,000 people came to the 
fair in one day. By 1970, most 
of the existing buildings had 
been built on the Townsley 
Park grounds, now gener-
ally called the fairgrounds.
 The fairgrounds now 
have paved streets, numer-
ous buildings, a big stage, 
and two outdoor show rings. 
It has gone through many 
changes through the years 
to become what it is today.
 A new cattle barn facility 
will debut the 2020 Washing-
ton County Fair. 
 It replaces a wooden fa-
cility that was built more 

than 60 years ago with many 
years of wear. The board 
has designed a new steel 
structure facility for its lon-
gevity and endless capabili-
ties of future functions.

MARIBEL BARERRA/THE NEWS

Michell Hoffman of the Well-
man Clover Kids and Judge 
Doug Glosser during the Clo-
ver Kid goat show in 2019.
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MAKING PIECES OF 
LIFE’S SPECIAL MOMENTS

 In 2009, Lyndon and Mat-
tie Hershberger were look-
ing for a way to bring in 
some extra income to their 
household.
 That business, Kalona 
Chocolates, blossomed into 
a full-time endeavor for the 
both of them.
 Over the years, the Her-
shbergers noticed that a lot 
of their business came from 
people purchasing choco-
lates for special occasions.
 “We noticed that’s what 
people were doing,” Lyndon 
Hershberger said. “We like 
to say that we’re a piece of 
life’s special moments.”
 What makes Kalona 
Chocolates stand out from 
other chocolates?
 “What gives our product 
value is the freshness,” he 
said. “We’re able to deliver 
it to our customers, in a lot 

of cases, within a few weeks 
after it has been produced.”
 Making the chocolates 
is a multi-step process, and 
the production process is 
similar for most of them.
 “Toffee, for instance, we 
make the centers first,” he 
said. “All of the ingredients 
are put into a cooker. Our 
recipes are built on tem-
peratures more than time. 
We want to cook the toffee 
to 305 degrees to get the tex-
ture that we like.”
 Once the toffee reaches 
the desired temperature, 
it is transferred to baking 
sheets where it’s spread out 
evenly over the pan.
 “We put a very specific 
amount in each pan,” Her-
shberger said. “Each pan is 
weighed.”
 After it is cooled, work-
ers used a roller cutter to 

score the pieces. They are 
cooled overnight and bro-
ken into individual pieces 
the following morning.
 With caramel, it is cooled 
overnight after it is cooked, 
then scored the next morn-
ing.
 Truffles are a slightly 
different process. 
 “Ingredients are cooked 
to a specific temperature,” 
Hershberger explained. 
“When it’s finished, it’s 
more of a liquid product. 
We transfer it into tubs 
and stored in a refrigerator 
overnight.”
 After cooling, it is a 
doughy texture. It is run 
through a machine called 
an extruder.
 “It’s packed into a cylin-
der with a 1-inch diameter 
hole in one end,” Hersh-
berger said. “The product 
is forced through the hole. 
The machine has a cutter 
that cuts off uniform piec-
es.”
 Now, the pieces are 
ready to be “enrobed” in 
chocolate. Kalona Choco-
lates has two enrobing ma-
chines, one for products 
with nuts and one for prod-
ucts without nuts.
 Solid blocks of choco-
lates are placed in the en-

robing machines and heat-
ed overnight to 105 degrees 
to make it a liquid.
 It’s cooled the next morn-
ing – dark chocolate to 88 
degrees and milk chocolate 
to 86 degrees.
 “If it’s not tempered cor-
rectly, the chocolate will 
have kind a white, milky 
appearance on the surface,” 
Hershberger said.
 The pieces are placed on 
one end of the machine’s 
belt, and they pass through 
a wall of chocolate and 
come out covered on the 
other end.
 “It’s one piece at a time, 
so it’s a very labor-inten-
sive process,” Hershberger 
said. “Our employees use 
a fork and catch the pieces 
at the other end of the belt 
and place them on a baking 
sheet.”
 The covered chocolates 
are then stored to be pack-
aged in a day or so.
 Although the process 
is labor-intensive, Kalona 
Chocolates still produces a 
lot of chocolate.
 “It wouldn’t be unusual 
for us to produce 300-350 
pounds of confections in a 
week during our busy sea-
son,” Hershberger said.

Workers pull fresh chocolates off an enrobing machine.
JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWS



Reservations Recommended  •  HOURS:  WED. - SAT. ONLY
LUNCH: 11 A.M. - 2 P.M., DINNER: 5 - 10 P.M.

Fine Wines  •  Steaks
 Seafood  •  Pork  •  Pasta  

Plus the most delicious Marsala
 sauce you’ve ever tried!

203 F i fth  St . 
Kalona

319-656-3315

TuscanMoon.com 
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Z-LICIOUS!

JIM JOHNSON/THE NEWS

Zorica Pilipovic – “Chef Z” to those who know her – dishes out some specialties at Tuscan Moon Grill on Fifth in Kalona.
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 Kalona’s Tuscan Moon 
Grill on Fifth is in elite com-
pany.
 Last year, Wine Specta-
tor magazine awarded Tus-
can Moon with an Award of 
Excellence.
 Tuscan Moon is one of 10 
Iowa restaurants on the list 
that includes about 3,800 
restaurants from around 
the world.
 Tuscan Moon has more 
than 200 wine selections, 
making up an inventory of 
about 1,800 bottles.
 The restaurant’s wine 
reputation has grown along 
with its inventory.
 “We do six wine dinners 
a year here, where we pair 
wine with food,” owner 
Warren Miller said. “We’ve 
had vineyard owners from 
California here doing din-
ners. We got a lot of recogni-
tion from that.”
 People don’t just come 
for the wine, though. It’s 
the food prepared by Zorica 
Pilipovic – “Chef Z” to those 
who know her.

 Pilipovic came to the 
United States from Croatia 
in 1998 as a 15-year-old refu-
gee who spoke almost no 
English.
 After working a wide ar-
ray of jobs in welding and 
construction, she started 
at Tuscan Moon in October 
2014 as a prep cook.
 She drew on her upbring-

ing as well as instruction 
from Tuscan Moon’s chef at 
the time, Andrew Kirchner.
 Where I came from, they 
teach you at a very young 
age,” she said. “It’s very im-
portant for females to know 
how to cook. So, I learned 
from my great-grandmom, 
my grandmom and my 
mom. 

 “Once I came to Ameri-
ca, I learned from Chef An-
drew, and I learned a lot on 
my own. I learned a lot from 
Chef Andrew in a short pe-
riod of time.”
 When Kirchner left the 
Tuscan Moon in August 
2015, Pilipovic took over as 
chef.
 Over the years, Chef Z 
has been able to incorporate 
some of her own dishes into 
the Tuscan Moon menu.
 “I love doing my cabbage 
with bacon,” she said. “It’s 
one of my back-home reci-
pes. It’s pretty simple, and 
people love it.”
 The biggest reward for 
Chef Z is the feedback she 
gets from the customers.
 “You feel very appreci-
ated,” she said. “Seeing the 
customers happy, just the 
smiles on their faces say 
thank-you, the handshakes 
and hugs, it means a lot. 
You know you’re appreci-
ated, and people keep com-
ing back.”

Tuscan Moon owners Paula and Warren Miller.
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SHOPS GIVE GLIMPSE 
INTO THE PAST

 Boxcar Treasures has 
three locations in Washing-
ton County – Kalona, Wash-
ington and Ainsworth. 
Carol Riggan opened the 
Washington store in Decem-
ber 2016, with Jodi Schimke 
joining her as a vendor 
the following month. They 
moved into the former 
Kalona Antiques building 
– formerly a church – in 
2019. With more than 350 
vendors in their three loca-
tions, Boxcar Treasures has 
something for everyone
 Pink Begonia, run by 
Lynelle Mellecker, is an-
other shop in Kalona that 
sells antiques, art and lo-
cal hand-crafted items that 

they receive from 32 ven-
dors. Mellecker says they 
are unique because they of-
fer both new and old items, 
giving people more options 
when it comes to decorat-
ing.  
 Iowa Farmhouse and 
Barntiques, owned by 
Nancy Faselt, is one of the 
antique stores outside of 
town. Here, customers can 
buy country decor, candles, 
antiques and sugar jelly. In 
addition to shopping, cus-
tomers and browsers can 
relax in the store’s gazebo, 
drink coffee and chat with 
the friendly staff as they 
take in the beautiful scen-
ery.

FILE PHOTO

Downtown Kalona has a variety of antique shops, including 
Pink Begonia on B Ave.

S H O P
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SHOPS GIVE GLIMPSE 
INTO THE PAST
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WHERE TO STAY
CITY OF KALONA CAMPGROUND

DIE HEIMAT COUNTRY INN B&B 

DUTCH COUNTRY INN

HAWKEYE MOTEL

HOMETOWN INN  & SUITES

RIVERSIDE CASINO HOTEL

WINDMILL RIDGE CAMPGROUND
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